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Precision Fifty Cents 


SHOOTING 


For the 
Bench-Rest 
Shooter... 


The New Redfield 
12x Scope 


... With a unique, 
totally-enclosed parallax adjustment 
from 75 to 600 yards. 


This superlative shooter's scope has the excep- 
tional optical brilliance, resolution and clarity 
demanded by the most critical bench-rester. 
Windage and elevation adjustments feature 
positive %4 MOA click. 
Knobs, furnished with 
each scope, are easily at- 
tached or removed as you 
wish. Turrets are dust 
and moisture-proof. No 
need for outside mounts, 
pope rib or return spring. 
We suggest the famous Redfield JR 1-piece 
steel base and 1” Steel Split Rings for the stur- 
diest, most precise mounting system possible. 


...and for 
iron-sight 
Target-Shooters 


Redfield constantly explores new ideas to 
add to the precision shooter's accuracy. 


ae «CSS 


Take the new International Smallbore and Big Bore 
Fronts for example... and the new 2-Step base that 
allows for change from 50 to 100 yards without run- 
ning the elevation staff up 
and down with resultant 
cheek-adjustments... 


i set a Re RRA iS 


and the X-Tube to help sharpen 
the sight picture and align the eye... 


and of course, the famous International 
and Olympic Receiver Sight .. . Check the firing line and notice how many sights 
being used are Redfield . . . That’s the best argument we have! 


Write for 1967 Pocket Catalog 
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 


by Dr. A. H. GAarRcELON 


The Hunter Rifle Class of gun has 
been in use now for about 3 years. 
The rules as used in the several sec- 
tions of the country have varied from 
those contained in the rule book. 

It is time to try to consolidate some 
of the ideas, opinions and problems 
that have resulted from this active 
national program. 


The Hunter Rifle Class target has 
been in use for almost a full season. 


One problem in scoring is simply the 
result of an error explained as follows. 
The “X” on the official target is the 
dot in the center of the 10 rings. The 
10 ring is the area in the first circle 
or center circle (not the dot). It is 
misnumbered on the official target. It 
is corrected by simply moving the score 
of each shot up one point. We have 
several thousands of these targets and 
the printing error will not be corrected 
until these are used up. 

The six bull target was designed 
with a number of purposes in mind: 

(1) The size of the bull was chosen 
after experimental work as the best 
for the type of sighting equipment 
employed in this class. 


(2) Six bulls were used (one a 
sighter) to eliminate doubles, ie., two 
shots in one hole. 

(3) This also forces the shooter to 
move the gun for each shot, thus 
eliminating the possibility of hidden 
guides or rests. In other words it pre- 
vents “tracking. 

(4) If it ever becomes necessary to 
use backer targets in this type of com- 
petition crossfires will be picked up 
easily and simply. 

The chief objection that has been 
voiced with this one per-bull target is 
that it takes longer to shoot a full 
course of fire than is required when 
all five shots are fired a single bull. 
Cost is increased, too, because of the 
increase in number of targets used 
plus the increased work for the target 
and scoring crews of the range spon- 
soring the shoot. 

Another problem for which there is 
no rule is the matter of crossfires. At 
one range where Hunter Rifle Matches 
have been conducted when a cross- 
fire has occurred, and admitted by the 
shooter, a penalty.of one point was 
assessed. The shooters accepted this 
procedure happily and without ob- 
jection. Crossfires will occur especially 
among the new _ shooters particularly 
in this class because of the low power 
scopes. 

On the present rules about excess 
shots on the scoring target (ie., more 
than 5 shots) it states that 10 points 
shall be taken off the score. But, what 


PRECISION STAYNLESS STEEL MATCH TARGET BARRELS 


Blanks in calibers .224, 6mm, 6.5 mm, 7mm and .25 and .30 calibers available. 
29 rim fire blanks sold installed in customer’s action only. 
For prices and particulars, write: 


Hart Rifle Barrels, Inc. 


LaFayette, New York, R. D. #2 


Telephone Tully, N. Y. Area 315 NX 6-5624 


NBRSA OFFICE MEMO 


Available from the Secretary’s office are 
the following: 100 and 200 yard targets in 
cartons of 500 only, $11.25. (10% discount 
for affiliated clubs) Coat brassards, $1.25 
each; and rule books, $.50 each. 

NBRSA membership for one year is $6.00. 
This includes a subscription to PRECISION 
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SHootinc for the membership — term. 
NBRSA associate membership, no magazine, 
$2.50 a year. NBRSA Life Membership, 
$75.00. Club affiliation fee, $10 annually. 
Contact Bernice McMullen, Sec. Treas., 
NBRSA, 607 West Line’ Street, Minerva, 
Ohio 44657. 


REPEAT 
PERFORMANCE! 


Proof of Sierra's 
Unbeatable Accuracy... 


Average M.O.A. . 189” 


using a 408” Sierra 168 gr. Inter- 
national Bullet; 39 grs. 3031 pow- 
der with Remington 9'/.M primers. 


We constantly check the accuracy 
of Sierra Bullets on our 200 yd. 
underground test range. These six 
5-shot groups are typical of the 
results. The groups were fired 
consecutively at 100 yds. from a 
bench rest position by Ferris Pin- 
dell and Frank Snow with two 
different rifles. 

Find out for yourself what real 
accuracy is! Shoot Sierra Bullets! 
AT GUN DEALERS EVERYWHERE 


SIERRA 


ToES 


Re codigdes aah 


Champions 
Champion. 


The Anschutz Match 54 with its satin- 
smooth action, fully-adjustable trig- 
ger and hand-lapped barrel has been 
proven beyond question the world over. 
It’s the rifle used by the world’s lead- 
ing smallbore medal winners. As‘ar as 
the Anschutz people were concerned, 
however, it could still be improved. 

To make the Match 54 ever: better, 
Anschutz added two new features: A 
4-way adjustable butt plate —lateral, 
horizontal, vertical, and cant settings 
as much as 45° right or left. And a 
new yoke-style palm rest designed to 
meet the requirements of the world’s 
leading marksmen. Now the individ- 
ual shooter can fit the 1413 to himself 
for even finer shooting. 

The Super Match 54 Model 1413, 
(shown) $325, (sights extra). 

Same superb action in the Model 
1410 features International type 
thumb-hole stock with vertically ad- 
justable hook plate, $227.50. Other 
target rifles from $59.95. Left-hand 
stocks available. FREE 40-page color 
catalog, write Savage Arms, Westfield 
67 Mass. 01085. Include your ZIP code. 


Savage 


Prices subject to change. Slightly higher in Canada. 
SAVAGE and the.Jndian head are trademarks of 
Savage Arms Division, Emhart Corporation. 

Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. Marca Registrada. ANSCHUTZ isa 
trademark of J. G. Anschutz GmbH. Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 


score — the fifty point possible or the 
total number of shots scored? This is 
an unpopular rule with the shooters. 
Perhaps this penalty is too large. It is 
important to keep in mind that many 
shooters use iron sights, or scopes of 
low power (212X, etc.) Would it not 
perhaps be better on the basis that a 
competitor cannot improve his target 
to award him the lowest score? 


two classes were established when we 
shot for money with the then innova- 
tion of the return to battery or mech- 
anical rest. This was at the time the 
principle activity of NBRSA compet- 
ition. The large majority.of the mem- 
bership was involved. 

NBRSA has changed. We no longer 
shoot for money. The records demon- 
strate that there is little if any differ- 


HUNTER CLASS TARGET on left appears as now printed. Right target shows how targets 


should appear. 


Do we want or need a barrel di- 
mension rule in the Hunter class? The 
shooters at one range feel strongely 
that we do need such a rule. They as 
as a group have urged that a rule be 
established that would define barrel 
dimension, and would stipulate that 
only the receiver, scope blocks or 
mounts and iron sights can be fastened 
to the barrel. This should perhaps be 
an important consideration when the 
rules are discussed. One shooter has 
asked if an action with a four inch 
thread to reinforce his barrel is accept- 
able and legal. He intends to have a 
16 inch barrel extend beyond the re- 
ceiver. This may not shoot, but doesn’t 
it destroy the objective of the Hunting 
Rifle class? 

Another area of the Hunter Rifle 
competition may require a change and 
the statistics of the ranges conducting 
these shoots should supply the an- 
swer. This has to do with the class- 
ification system. It appears as if our 
Master class is not in balance with 
the other classes. Perhaps we need to 
change from 228 to 250 score to 224 
or 220 to 250 score, thereby increas- 
ing the number of Masters and equal- 
izing the classes. 


Thoughts on the Benchrest Rifle 
We now have two classes in the 
Heavy Benchrest rifle competition. The 


ence in groups shot by either method. 
This group is no longer the majority 
of the shooters. The Varmint class far 
outnumbers the Bench Gun class. The 
attendance at heavy gun matches has 
dropped to a serious point. Clubs will 
hesitate to sponsor heavy gun tourna- 
ments in favor or Varmint Matches 
because of differences in profit poten- 
tial. 

Is there someting we can do to re- 
activate and revitalize this important 
area of our sport? Would it be wise 
perhaps to consider the possibility to 
returning to one class (ie., unrestricted 
only)? Would this be a step in the 
right direction? 


“Certainly one of the chief guaran- 
tees of freedom under any govern- 
ment, no matter how popular and re- 
spected, is the right of the citizen to 
keep and bear arms. This is not to say 
that firearms should not be very care- 
fully used, and that definite safety 
rules of precaution should not be 
taught and enforced. But the right of 
the citizen to bear arms is just one 
more guarantee against arbitrary gov- 
ernment; one more safeguard against 
a tyranny which now appears remote 
in America, but which historically has 
proved to be always possible.” 


—Hubert H. Humphrey 
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BENCH CLUTTER 


I tried to coat some bullets with a 
0001” to .0002” * thick skin of low 
friction plastic in the hope of getting 
more uniform velocity and_ therefore 
better groups — particularly better 
vertical dispersion. It was easy to get 
the bullets coated, in fact I could not 
measure any difference in bullet dia- 
meter yet could pull off a thin skin of 
plastic! However, six five shot groups 
from 100 yards fired from my best ex- 
perimental bench gun gave a lousy 
average of 0.479” Six five shot groups 
with the same uncoated bullets aver- 
aged a respectable 0.204”. I can’t ex- 
plain why the coated bullets were so 
bad. 


Official bench rest target paper 
(like any other paper) expands when 
it gets wet and shrinks when it dries 
out. I spent the better part of a week- 
end making many measurements and 
demonstrated that the average expan- 
sion from dry to soaking wet is 0.013” 
per inch of paper, while shrinkage 
back to dryness is a little larger ie., 
0.016” per inch of paper. Thus, if one 
fires a ten shot group at 200 yards 
which measures exactly 1.000”, it 
would measure clos to 1.013” after 
rain fell on it and it would measure 
0.997” after the scoring detail dried 
it out over a hot radiator. Changes 
would be proportionately higher or 
lower for groups more or less than an 
inch. 


A real sad situation arises when 
tight groups are fired in the rain, the 
backer becomes wet and “fuzzy” and 
is no longer able to prove that the 
shooter fired the required number of 
shots. 


We need someting between the hor- 
ribly inaccurate powder measures and 
the time consuming weighing of each 
charge on an exact balance. I’ve tried 
at least a half dozen different schemes, 
the latest of which was the testing of 
a miniature vibrating feeder intended 
for use in weighing samples on an 
analytical balance. This gadget didn’t 
work either. 


SAM BOND e 


NEW PHILADELPHIA, OHIO 
RETAIL & WHOLESALE 


SHOOTING & HUNTING SUPPLIES 
CARD FOR LIST 
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by Borts ScHotrout 


The fashionable thing to do these 
days is to buy a gauge that determines 
runout of bullets. Do these gadgets 
veally determine the runout of the bul- 
let or do they measure roundness at 
the bullet base? For example, I mea- 
sured the runout of a dozen .308 bul- 
lets and got an average of .0003”. I 
then took a razor blade and scratched 
the smallest mark I could make on 
the bottom edge which makes con- 
tact with the bullet spinner. Runouts 
now measured from .0011” ’to .0027” 


— pretty bad you’d say, yet the bullets 
weren't really changed with respect to 
true body runout. I then put the bul- 
lets in a chuck, spun them, shaved 
the base edges with fine garnet paper 
and got the runouts back- to .0005” 


THANKS FOR BEING PATIENT 


We are working on better delivery. We are 
about three months behind on bullet spin- 
ner delivery and more on barrels and other 
products—Parker Hale rods & brushes avail- 
able from stock. 

SHOOTERS SERVICE & DEWEY, INC. 

Clinton Corners, New York 12514 
Tel. Area Code 914 266-3421 


FOR THE SHOOTER BY A SHOOTER 


MARTINI-INTERNATIONAL 


pee pene SS eee same oe 4 
Freeland “61” International 
Butt Plate Complete $17.50 


FREELAND Olympic All 
Aluminum Butt Plate 
FREELAND Base Plate with 
Free Rifle Hook, Oly. 
FREELAND Butt Plate with 
Rubber Pad, Olympic 
FREELAND Free Rifle Hook 
Only, Olympic 

Butt Plate Spacer 1.” or 4” 


REGAL BIPOD, RSB-12 


$15.50 
$22.00 
$18.00 


$12.50 
$ 8.00 


FREELAND DEWAR CART. BLOCK $ 3.00 
Foam padded Freeland glove $ 5.85 
Freeland SWISS TYPE PALM REST $21.50 
FREELAND ALL ANGLE TRIPOD, in 

green or gray, mention scope AAT $20.75 
FREELAND #0B BIPOD $23.75 
Freeland Superior Front Sight $16.00 
FREELAND TUBE reay sight $46.50 
Freeland Fore End Stops, Jumbo from $ 5.75 
“AR” SHOOTING MAT $28.00 
Freeland Sling Keeper $ 1.50 
Kneeling Pad $ 6.00 
ZOOM TRIPOD #2T, gray or green « $20.75 
Freeland POSITION-MASTER ‘ $ 7.50 
Freeland Recoil Spring $ 4.75 


Swiss Type Palm Rest 


Mark III BSA .22 Target Rifle— 
HEAVYWEIGHT 1414+ or LIGHTWEIGHT 
12% BSA For Right Hand or Left Hand Shooter 
It Is Supreme — It Is Accurate 
MARK III Legs sights 


$210.00 


Freeland 30 Caliber Kit $16.25 
1834” Rifle Trunk A6T $33.50 
44 Opening small bore kit $23.50 
Freeland 31” Accessory Kit, 


VY; tray #A3 


Mid-Century Cuff, Comb. $10.00 
~ JeLuxe Cuff & Hook $ 6.25 
61-S Olympic 114” cuff-sling $ 7.00 
Freeland tapered cuff combination #61A $ 7.75 
Freeland Canvas RIFLE CASE AF55 $19.50 
10-X Rifle Coat 202 on 209 $24.00 
ELEY AMMO SE29T, Per M $39.00 
ELEY AMMO SE22M, Per M $26.00 

Check its win record 

18” Stand Extension $ 4.00 
24” Stand Extension $ 5.00 
Freeland STANDARD Benchrest Stand $23.50 
Freel ind Mr. Cairo STD. Palm Rest, aluminum $21.50 
Freeland Inside Aperture Gauge $ 9.00 
Zeiss or Gehmann Diopter $26.00 


ALL GUNS FROM AIR GUNS TO FINEST TARGET AND HUNTING WEAPONS 


Prices and Descriptions subject to change without notice 


Write us for all your Gun, Scope, Mount, Sight and Reloading Needs. 
Freeland and BSA Pamphlets Free — Send $1.00 for General Catalogue 


FREELAND’S SCOPE STANDS, INC. 


Al Freeland, Nationally Known Rifleman 


3737 14th Ave. 


ROCK ISLAND, ILL. 61201 


eee 


5 


Forbes’ First Open Tournament 


PRECISION SHOOTHISTORY 


by Dermot REILLY 


For the first nine years of its exis- 
tence Forbes Rifle Club confined act- 
ivities to team competition in the 
High Power Division of the Hudson 
Valley Rifle League, and to organized 
intra-Club high-power practice shoots 
over the old Army “D” course on the 
New York State National Guard 
Rensselaerwyck Range at Rensselaer. 
In 1935 this range was conditionally 
sold to the city of Rensselaer which 
suspended all shooting thereon. 

Mr. Abel Merchant, a man now in 
his ninety-fourth year, and one who 
has done as much for shooting and 
shooters as anyone, came to the rescue 
and offered the use of Iskoda Range 
on his farm at Nassau to Forbes, re- 
fusing to accept any compensation 
and, with his nephew Reuben, contri- 
buting his own labor in making exten- 
sive improvements. 


A PRECISION CARTRIDGE 


PRIMING TOOL 


WITH “MECHANICAL” PRIMER FEED 


A rapid, efficient tool that will auto- 
matically insert pues with great accuracy 
in both rifle and pistol cases. 


Each shell holder will handle two sizes 
of case heads. 


Priced at $28.80 P. P. which includes 
shell holder, two priming rods (large and 
small), magazine tube, loading tube, sorting 
tray, instructions. 


Standard shell holder for .38 Spl. and 
ae Extra shell holders (two cal.) for 


This cartridge pening toa! allows you 

to clean and to inspect the all important 

primer pocket YET SPEND NO MORE 

TIME AT THE LOADING BENCH. 
THE GUN CLINIC 


81 Kale St. Mahtomedi 15, Minn. 


Inspired by Mr. Merchant’s genero- 
sity (and otherwise motivated by fiscal 
considerations) Forbes decided to: 
incorporate and hold open competitive 
shoots. Because of Mr Merchant’s 
known preference for refined and pre- 
cise rifle shooting and because there 
hadn’t been a high power rifle match 
in eastern upstate New York shot over 
other than a crude course of fire since 
World War 1 anti-German hysteria had 
put Schuetzen shooting on the bum, it 
was decided that it would be ap- 
propriate that the first (1) open shoot 
would feature a 20-shot, off-hand, 200 
yard match on the 200 yard reduced 
International target with no restric- 
tions on equipment. It was further 
decided that the free and easy Schuet- 
zen match atmosphere conducive to 
good talk on shooting techniques, bal- 
listics, equipment and shooting histo- 
ry, and to general sociability and good 
feeling, should be ambient and _per- 
vasive, and that such atmosphere 
could best be generated by the absence 
of any time limit and the presence of 
a half of beer. (2) 

The Lord co-operated and the mid- 
summer Sunday in 1936 designated 
was windless, clear, and warm. About 
twenty active local shooters and three 
nationally known old-time riflemen 
showed up. Two of the latter, Deputy 
Secretary of State Frank Sharp and 
Sgt. Billy Martin did not come to 
shoot, but gave generously of their 
stories of knowledge (3) to an attentive 
audience of young shooters. 

The other celebrity was John Kauf- 

*man from Voluntown, Connecticut. 


He used a_ beautiful Pope-Ballard 
Schuetzen muzzle-loader breech load- 
ed with low pressure smokeless powder 
and bullets seated ahead of the case. 
His first two sighting shots (fired off- 
hand) struck just out of the black at 
6 o'clock. He turned and asked, “Abel, 
isn’t this range longer than 200 
yards?” Mr. Merchant replied, “Yes, 
John, it is. We moved back to get out 
of that gully.’ Mr. Kaufman then 
said, “I though so,” took the indicated 
elevation and put a third sighter near 
center. He expressed satisfaction and 
then leisurely preceeded to fire his 
record score — a dozen inside the 9- 
ring, several 8’s, a 7 and one semi- 
flyer out of the black. Total: 176, 
topping the next competitor by fifteen 
points. 

As a couple of familiar parameters 
indicative of the excellence of Mr. 
Kaufman’s score it is pointed out that 
the best contemporaneous shooting in 
the forty-shot 300 meter Free Rifle 
off-hand stage of the Olympics resul- 
ted in an exactly proportional score, 
ie. 352 on a proportionally larger 
target, and that his score on the 10 
inch bull A target, upon which his 
record target was superimposed, was 
99. 


There must be one or more self- 
evident significant points to the fore- 
going little piece of “shootistory” or 
the Editor would not have published 
it. A significant point not evident is 
that Mr. Kaufman’s son was then 52 
years old. 


Footnotes: 

1. About seventy-five Forbes tournaments have 
been held since and many National records 
have been fired at them. 

2. Verbatim quote of Mr. Merchant’s reply to 
writer’s inquiry as to whether beer should 
be furnished, “Certainly we’ll have beer; 
don’t they always have beer at rifle 
matches?” (Mr. Merchant was a tee-totaler.) 

3. Technical shooting dope was harder to come 
by in those days with fewer books and 
periodicals on the subject and fewer people 
able to buy them. 


TED BOUGHTON TOP GUN 
AT HILTON VARMINT SHOOT 


The first Heavy Varmint Shoot of 
the season, unregistered, was held on 
July 16 at the club range in Hilton, 
NY: 

Richard Stam reports that weather 
conditions were mixed, fair in the A. 


M. with ots of mirage, a shower and. 


gusty breezes in the P.M. 
Club president Ted Boughton was 
“Top Gun” shooting the smallest 
_match aggregate obtained in a match 


on the present range, to date. 

John Collins, club patriarch at 79, 
“sot his new Hart barrel warmed up 
and placed third.” 

The first five places looked like this: 


100 Yds. Grand Agg. 
T. Boughton 4685 
L. Weld 4825 
J. Collins .4829 
R. Hall 5059 
H. Austin 9234 
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SMALLBORE TRIGGER PULL 


Weight of trigger pull ranks im- 
portantly in just about every branch 
of small arms firing. The element of 
safety is one feature that must be con- 
sidered and provided for, and the 
other is the effect of trigger weight on 
the quality of marksmanship. 


As to safety it is noted that in 
mechanisms adjustable for weight of 
pull, as is usual is smallbore arms, the 
total pull consists of two parts. One 
is an adjustable spring resistance, the 
other is the resistance associated with 
the sear engagement. The amount of 
sear resistance depends on the angle 
of the engaging surfaces, and so, if 
this angle happens to be minus such 
a trigger can be technically unsafe, for 
then resistance to striker fall is only 
the differential provided by the ad- 
justable spring. In contrast with this 
the properly designed and constructed 
trigger, even though light, can be un- 
safe only in the hands of a stranger 
who is used to heavy pulls, and even 
then may cause bodily injury only in 
violation of range safety rules. 

In smallbore shooting the quality of 
marksmanship depends to a consider- 
able extent on lightness of the pull. 
One reason for this is the the shot 
may be gotten off at the right time; 
a far better reason is that the dis- 
turbance of the aim after trigger break 
is less in proportion to the lightness 


of the pull. 


The latter named factor might be 
negligible if the shooter could hold 
and squeeze in exactly the same way 
each time, and if the ignition and 
barrel time were absolutely constant. 
But these conditions are not realized, 
and so the harder it is to make the 
trigger break, the more the rifle is go- 
ing to move after the striker begins to 
fall. Therefor if the pull is heavy, and 
worse, if it varies from shot to shot, 
good shooting will be impossible. It 
accords with reason and_ experience 
that good marksmanship and a light, 
constant trigger go together. 

These opinions have lately been 
borne out by an unhappy experience 
of mine which extended over a per- 
iod of many weeks. The cause of it 
was a Thomas trigger which, origin- 
ally among the best, had finally det- 
eriorated to the stage at which it could 
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by Jesse M. Gricc 


no longer be adjusted to normal, con- 
stant pull. In design this trigger has 
a floating sear whose sides wear in 
three seperate places. Several times 
during the past several years smooth- 
ing the surfaces at the place of wear 
had given it a new lease on life, but 
this time I tinkered with it more than 
a month before I finally repaired it 
with a new sear. Meantime, though 
only my practice shooting was involv- 
ed, I went through just about all that 
is good and all that is bad in a trigger 
performance that one day might be 
punctuated with an occasional “soon- 
er’ and the next might cause me to 
lift my head to see whether the striker 
was cocked. Among other things I 
learned that a rifle sighted for the 
x-ring with a three-pound pull can 
just as easily put a shot in the 8-ring 
if the pull suddenly goes up a few 
pounds. 


During periods when the pull was 
well under three pounds I learned 
still other things because shooting 
with a less than ‘three-pound pull was 
a new and surprising experience. One 
important discovery was that for tar- 
get shooting the two-pound pull is 
fully twice as satisfactory as the three- 
pound pull. Another discovery was 
this: I might be going along well with 
a light pull then unexpectedly get a 
nine without having noticed any part- 
icular change of pull weight, yet out 
of curiousity I would go to the bench 
and discover that the trigger would 
lift my three-pound weight. As obvi- 
ouly this sudden accession of weight 
was responsible for the nine, repeti- 
tions of this experience finally led to 
the fantastic notion that some of our 
unaccountable wild shots are due to a 
momentary change of maybe a pound 
in the weight of pull. Moreover this 
thesis was borne out by fact when on 
one occasion I dropped a point with- 
out noting any unusual lightness of 
pull, yet had to dismantle the gun on 
the range and make a sear adjust- 
ment before I could cock the striker 
for the next shot. 


After such experiences I could no 
longer escape belief that in firing 
from the shoulder the point of impact 
depends on the weight of pull. 

This is to say that for each pull 


weight a different sight adjustment 
ought to be provided. Still further I 
have concluded that, when a trigger 
refuses to break in the usual time, it 
has gone heavy on that particular 
round, and a wild shot will likely be 
the outcome if the issue is forced. So 
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I have formulated another rule: Fire 
that round into the backstop or on the 
sighter and start over with another 
round. 

To explain why the point of bullet 
impact varies with the pull weight 
there are two cases to consider. The 
uncommon case is the one in which 
the pull greatly exceeds the well- 
known three pounds. The other is 
the usual case in which the pull is 
three pounds or maybe less. Further, 
in respect to these cases, it must be 
distinctly understood that the theories 
which follow apply only to convention- 
al rifles fired from the shoulder, with 
or without sling. By specifying “con- 
ventional” the thumbhole-stock rifle is 
expressly excluded because the reac- 
tion of the thumb in line with the trig- 
ger causes a much different theory to 
be applicable. 


When the trigger is squeezed in the 
case of the conventional rifle the fore- 
arm is ordinarily at an angle of maybe 
30° from the axis of the rifle. Then, 
according to the principles of mech- 
anics, the primary force is the one 
which is exerted in the direction of 
the forearm, and the direction of the 
forearm is also the direction of the 
total force exerted on the trigger. Thus 
a total force of about 3.5 pounds in 
the direction of the forearm will exert 
a force of about three pounds back- 
ward on the trigger, but at the same 
time will exert a force of about 1.75 
pounds approximately to the right 
(right-hand shooting) and at right- 
angles to the axis of the rifle. So, to 
hold the aim on the mark, the sling 
hand must pull in the opposite direc- 
tion, namely to the left, with a force 
about 1.75 pounds. Moreover, and 
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important to note, this pull of sling 
hand to the left is definitely a part 
of the aim, and the hand must vary 
this pull in exact proportion to the 
changing force which the other hand 
exerts on the trigger. Therefore, owing 
to need of this side pull and to fact 
of recoil the shot may go wild for var- 
iour reasons that are now to be ex- 
plained. 


When the trigger breaks, the force 
pattern is destroyed. Of the original 
forces there remains only the pull to 
the left of the sling hand, which, for 
a rifle of three-pound pull, is fully 
capable of moving the aim a minute 
of angle off the mark. The new force 
is the recoil disturbance. The resulting 


direction of muzzle-point when the 
bullet leaves the bore depends on 
where the combined action of the 


sling-hand cross force and the now oc- 
curring recoil disturbance will have 
moved it. Thus as a time element also 
is involved, the direction which the 
bullet takes depends additionally on 
ignition and barrel time, while the 
nature of recoil itself also depends 
significantly on these two. 


Obviously, the harder the trigger is 
to squeeze, the more the sling hand 
is going to move the rifle after trigger 
break, and the more important it is 
not only that the weight of pull be 
constant, but also that ignition and 
barrel time be constant. A variation in 
any one of the three means inaccuracy 
that is independent of barrel quality. 
Ignition time will be irregular if the 
striking force is below a certain mini- 
mum. Ordinarily it depends on stren- 
gth of main spring and distance of 
striker fall. Thus wear that has short- 
ened the distance of this fall may 
cause inaccuracy, as also may an excess 
of headspace which causes primer in- 
dentation to be too shallow. 


In the other case, namely that in 
which the weight of pull might be 
called excessive, the side pull must be 
increased in proportion in order to 
hold the aim on the mark. But now 
there are still other handicaps. 


First, with increasing weight of pull, 
the shooter’s ability to judge the 
amount of pressure he exerts de- 
creases in logarithmic proportion to 
that weight. Besides he may be firing 
in wind conditions that do not permit 
deliberate squeezing, which is to say 
the wind may be shaking the rifle or 
maybe the favorable instants last only 
a couple of seconds. So, if his reaction 
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is not exactly a jerk, it is at least an 
impulsive movement of such short dur- 
ation that incoordination of the two 
hands fails to be holding the aim on 
the mark at the instant of trigger 
break. Then, perhaps to his utter a- 
mazement, this lack of coordination 
causes the shot to go wild, maybe out 
to the 8-ring and likely at 4 o'clock. 
Because the rifle was not sighted for 
the change, an 8 is almost certain to 
be the outcome if the pull weight has 
changed voluntarily from a normal of 
about three to maybe twice that many 
pounds. 

The implication of the above is that 
the suitable upper limit of allowable 
pull weight is regulated by failure of 
a rifle fired from the shoulder to be 
accurate when the pull exceeds a cer- 
tain maximum. Thus it goes without 
saying that the requirements of accu- 
racy in a prone-with-sling rifle call for 
a relatively light pull. Nevertheless, 
even though the light trigger is quite 
safe, there is a limit to which light- 
ness may go. One reason for this limit 
is that the side pull exerted by the 
trigger hand should be exactly balan- 
ced by a side pull with the other hand 
when the trigger breaks with the aim 
on the mark. However, in order to 
know what hands are doing or are 
about to do, the finger must exert on 
the trigger a pressure that can be-dis- 
tinctly felt. This is called the “com- 
mand” pressure, and it serves the 
dual purpose of keeping the shooter 
informed about the progress of the 
squeeze and also of helping to steady 
the aim. So in order that unwilled 
discharge be avoided, the trigger resis- 
tance must be great enough to be 
distinctly felt, and thus should vary 
with the individual because all of us 
are not butter-fingered to the same 
extent. 

As the present rules say “any safe 
trigger,” theoretically the proper 
weight is the lowest which positively 
avoids the likelihood of unwilled dis- 
charge. Practically, of course, the 
weight should be above this theoreti- 
cal minimum because no trigger and 
no sense of touch are absolutely con- 
stant. 

But even a trigger that is only a 
trifle lighter than the long-enforced 
three-pound trigger offers a notable 
advantage over the three-pound. The 
explanation for this is given by 
Weber’s law in psychology which states 
that sensation is proportional to the 
logarith of the stimulus. Here stimu- 
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lus is the resistance of the trigger to 
the finger, and sensation is the feel- 
ing of resistance that is registered on 
the finger. According to the working 
of this law a pull of 1.75 pounds will 
feel only half as heavy as a 3-pound, 
and 1.44 pounds will feel only one- 
third as heavy as the 3-pound. Thus 
as 1.44 for example is more than one- 
third of 3, the apparent weight as the 
trigger is lightened diminishes much 
faster than does the real weight. On 
the other hand a change is the upper 
direction of a very few pounds will 
cast hopeless odds against the marks- 
man. 

In terms of the principle together 
with the results of common experience 
it is possible now to comment intell- 
igently on the matter of trigger weight 
in a rifle that is to be fired from the 
shoulder with sling. Thus as the dis- 
advantages of a heavy trigger increase 
quite rapidly with weight, obviously 
there is some maximum above which 
it is impractical to go. Experience in- 
dicates that the upper limit might be 
less than three pounds even when con- 
ditions are favorable and further in- 
dicates that three pounds actually is 
impractical when conditions do not 
permit deliberation in the squeeze. 
However, as advantages increase so 
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rapidly and noticeably as weight is 
diminished below three pounds, the 
shooter free to choose will subtract 
so little from three pounds that there 
can be no valid objection to use of 
“any safe trigger.” Under this rule 
most competitors will shoot with some- 
things less than three pounds, but the 
disadvantages of light triggers will pre- 
vent them from going to the extreme 
in that direction. Indeed, in most 
cases perhaps mechanical limitations 
will fix the weight of pull. The trigger 
of my Win. 52-C cannot be tamed 
down to less than two pounds, but as 


that seems twice as satisfactory as the 
three-pound pull, I am not unhappy 
about it. 

Finally, if a known test weight is 
available the approximate weight of 
pull may be readily determined. To 
do so rest a stick or light rod with one 
end on a table edge and the other on 
the trigger, and by trial hand the 
weight where it barely causes the trig- 
ger to break. If this place is the mid- 
dle the pull equals one-half the test 
weight; if it is at one-third distance 
from the trigger, the pull is two-thirds 
the test weight, and so on. 


MEMBERSHIP EXPRESS FEELINGS 
ON BLOCKING AND SLEEVING 


by Dr. A. H. GarcELon 


I have received to date a great 
number of letters relative to the prob- 
lem of altering barrel dimensions by 
the use of various devices. 

It was my intention to have all these 
letters published in PS, however, many 
are very lengthy, many -express the 
same ideas and some are abusive. 
Space in PS is limited, so I have at- 
tempted to compile the various expres- 
sions of opinion, both pro and con. 

Excerpts of these’ letters alone ac- 
count for more than 27 typewritten 
pages. Representatives comments fol- 
low. Abusive letters have been rele- 
gated to the local dump. 

Before citing the suggestion of the 
members I would like to go into two 
or three items which seem to me to be 
quite important to the whole picture. 
On page one of the new rule book, 
Section A deals with the objectives of 
the NBRSA, and its lists four partic- 
ular items: (1) the development and 
encouragement of extreme accuracy in 
rifles, ammunition, equipment and 
shooting methods, (2) to standardize 
on a national basis the entire bench- 
rest shooting program so that targets, 
ranges, scoring methods and_ records 
of match procedure will be uniform 
and comparable, (3) to assist and en- 
courage any individual or organization 
in the promotion of benchrest shoot- 
ing, (4) to gather and make available 
to its members pertinent statistics and 
technical data. 

The second area or item under our 
objects is definitions, and the following 
statement starts these definitions: 
“the following words when used in 


these rules and regulations shall have 
their meaning herein set forth.” 

Item (1) under this is “Bench” 
which is incidental to the problem. 

Item (2) is “Benchrest Rifle” and 
it’s defined as follows: “any rifle hav- 
ing a barrel 18 or more inches long 
measured from the face of the bolt 
to the muzzle and having a safe man- 
ually and mechanically operated firing 
mechanism.” There follows a note 
which states, “for minimum barrel 
length the legal method of measure- 
ment from face of the bolt shall be 
employed, but for the taper the front 
of the receiver ring shall be the mea- 
surement base.” 

This little note which is stated 
clearly and factually in our rules is 
important in the thinking of some of 
our members who question the mea- 
suring of the barrels. It is important 
to remember this little item when you 
are considering the problem. 

Item (3) describes the “Heavy Var- 
mint Rifle’. The first section of this 
is involved with the stock, its shape, 
etc. Then it describes the barrel spe- 
cifically and it states “a barrel not less 
than 18 inches long, a diameter at and 
not more than 4 inches ahead of the 
receiver ring of not more than 1.250 
inches and a diameter at any point 
between the muzzle and a point .4 
inches ahead of the receiver ring not 
greater than would be defined by a 
straight taper between such a point 
4 inches in front of the receiver ring 
at 1.250 inches diameter and the muz- 
zle at .900 diameter at 28 inches. 

So you can see that our rule makers 
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specified barrel diameter, point from 
which to measure, length of barrel, 
etc. very carefully. This is both a per- 
missive and a restrictive rule. 

I think too that one must consider 
the fact that the light varmint rifle 
and the sporter rifle as defined in our 
rules are based on the rule for the 
heavy varmint rifle. That is the def- 
inition applies so that anything that’s 
done in the light varmint rifle can also 
be done in the light varmint rifle and 
sporter rifle. 

Therefore, with these thoughts in 
mind I wish you would consider these 
excerpts from letters. I have left our 
the personal aspect of the various let- 
ters. Some of them were quite personal 
and quite impatient and discourteous 
to the directors to whom they were 
written. I believe that personalities 
should be left out of this matter, but 
if certain individuals persist in making 
it a personality problem I will feel 
strongly that I must involve them in 
this problem on a personal basis. 


As being part of the barrel, in this 
respect, it is not. If it were, it would 
take a lathe to turn it off. Right? I 
can slip mine off in a minute, and 
presto there is the barrel. 


Now then, if this is outlawed, I can 
still use the half block, but will have 
to drill and tap in the barrel, which 
will still have me the 180 you spoke 
of. What is the difference? 


We need a fool proof bedding sys- 
tem, and I think this comes about as 
close as anything I know of. 


Have elucidated the fact that the 
Varmint and Sporter classes came into 
being to satisfy a need for sport cen- 
tered around simple uncomplicated 
rifles which would attract shooters 
frustrated by the complications of the 
Heavy Bench class. The sport has 
flourished with this innovation. How- 
ever, as we all know rumblings of dis- 
content are now a fact evidenced by 
the sea of Balsa wood and modifica- 
tions which were employed at Permian 
Basin last summer. 


I have pointed out that to allow this 
development to go unchecked would 
result in 13% lb. rifles that perform 
like Heavy Bench guns. I can’t see 
otherwise myself. But isn’t this in fact 
what we really want? 
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Suppose then as a starter the rule 
book was amended this spring to read 
as follows: 


H.V. Rifle weighs 13% Ibs. or less 
and fits in a box of certain dimen- 
sions. 

Sporter Rifle weighs 10% lbs. or 
less; 6mm or larger fits in a box of 
certain dimensions. 

Light Varmint ect. 

The following most likely would 
happen: 


The inventive enthusiasm, which is 
resulting in aluminum actions with 
steel insert lugs and threads to allow 
heavier barrels and the like, would 
solve the accuracy problem. In three 
to five years the cost would be brought 
to reasonable level due to new mate- 
rials (easily machined titanium — 
half the weight of steel and as strong). 

By this time all the Heavy Bench 
guns could have shot our their barrels 
and paid off the investment no longer 
requiring the parade of grotesque junk 
back and forth to the firing line. A 
new rule book could then be written 
as follows: Total of three classes in- 
stead of 6 (13%, 10%,) 8, etc. and 
all a referee would need would be 
three boxes and a scale. 


My feeling was and still is that such 
a rifle that did not meet the intent 
of the rules should be barred from the 
Varmint class right now. If the owner 
wished, he could fire in the unlimited 
class. 


We had two competitors who had 
rifles that did not meet the rules. One 
was sleeved and said sleeve filled with 
epoxy while the other rifle had a sleeve 
which did not allow inspection or 
measurement of the barrel at the ac- 
tion. One agreed not to fire in the 
Varmint class while the other request- 
ed he be allowed to shoot in the Var- 
mint class with the understanding that 
his scores would not count. We agreed 
to this condition. I suggested he enter 
the unlimited class, but he declined 
with no hard feeling. 

Later in the day I was approached 
by a shooter. He wanted to know why 
the rifles were outlawed. I explained 
they did not meet the intent of the 
rule as per your directive. I also tried 
to point out the reasoning behind the 
rule to keep the varmint rifle a true 
rifle and not have it get into the 
experimental class. He agreed with 
the idea, but objected to our ruling 
because the facts were not stated in 


the rule. I agreed with him that the 
rules should be made more clear and 
complete. 

My personal feeling, Doc, is that 
the rules will have to be made more 
complete. Things must be spelled out 
or we will always have problems. I 
agree the rules should be kept simple, 
but they must also be complete. The 
NRA rules are a good example of 
what is required to be complete and 
even they are just reaching that point. 
I feel the NBRSA could benefit by 
following the NRA _ rulebook idea. 
Lord knows they have been working 
on it for a long time. Why not use 
their ideas to our advantage? 


Now, regarding your comments on 
barrel thread length, we have nothing 
Continued on page 12 
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TARGETS DANCE AT COUNCIL CUP 


Heavy Bench and Heavy Varmint 
shooters met July 8-9 at Wapwallopen, 
Pa., under cloudy skies with hot, humid 
weather the order of the day. 

Targets danced through the thick 
mirage and rain threatened. Despite 

The first five places were as follows: 
HEAVY BENCH 


the weather spirits were high and shoot- 
ers methodically touched off the rounds 
in each match. When the last shot was 
fired Eldon Stolle emerged the victor in 
the Heavy Bench class. He was followed 
by William Kappel and Homer Culver. 


In the Heavy Varmint Class Omar 
Rinehart took top honors followed by 
Homer Culver and Clyde Yockey. 

Frank Jezioro was awarded the Gott- 
schall Trophy for his season aggregate 
of .4714. 


Name Cal. Action Barrel Gunsmith Stocker Bullet Wt. Load Scope Grand Agg. 
Eldon L. Stolle 22 SV Culver Hart Stolle Stolle Culver 7s-52 30-3031 Unertl 4664 
William S. Kappel 308 Culver Hart Culver Stolle 168 Culver 47.5 3031 Unertl 4683 
Homer Culver 308 Own Hart Culver 63-167 41-3031 Unertl 4816 
Ernest Scafuri 22-45 Stock Unertl 4833 
Ralph W. Stolle 22-45 Culver Hart Culver Stolle Culver 63-52 243 4198 Unertl 4939 
HEAVY VARMINT 

Omar Rinehart 150 Sp Shilen Hart Yockey Steineour Culver 14m 28 Ball C Lyman 4007 
H. L. Culver 219D Rem Hart Culver Culver 27-4895 27-4895 Lyman 4356 
Clyde Yockey 222 Rem Lyman 4722 
John W. Dewey 222 ss &D Ss & D SS &D ss&D 85-52 26 Ball C Lyman 4816 
David Kiel 6mm Rem 600 Hart R. Shapp Self Sierra 75 31 Ba 11 Letschert 4935 

Don, Int. 
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stated on this for this reason can do 
nothing about it. However, it seems a 
rule change is required here too if gun- 
smiths are going to try to get around 
the barrel rule by extending the re- 
ceiver to the barrel muzzle. In the 
meantime, the only recourse is to rely 
on people’s integrity. 


AIR GAGED BARRELS 
FOR CLOSEST TOLERANCE — In 
‘Chrome-Moly” and Stainless Steel. All 
talibers up to 458 Winchester. Blanks or 
Finished Turned in standard or target tol- 
erance chambers. 

Ask for free data on all our services. 
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same process is used by manufac- 
turers. Comes complete with tanks, 

- burners, supply of 
PENTRATE cry- 
stals, instructions 
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details. 
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From my own personal viewpoint, 
I hate to see our competition classes 
go the way of unlimited classes. They 
were growing in fine shape. If we do 
liberalize the rules I intend to get out 
of bench rest shooting competition en- 
tirely. 


This whole controversy is simply 
arbitrary, and, in my opinion, not in 
keeping with the rule book or best in- 
terests of NBRSA. It can only result 
in a lot of trouble, ending no one 
knows where. . 


We need harmony in the NBRSA 
and not a lot of new rules or direc- 
tive edicts to stir up trouble over a 
questionable technicality at the best. 


Now a number of Western shooters 
have kept within the rules (unless you 
want to get arbitrarily techinical) and 
built or had built fine guns at big 
expense. We simply cannot arbitrarily 
say to them “that is not the intent of 
the rules”. 


To be in the dark is a miserable 
feeling but thanks to your informative 
letters the light is beginning to come 
through. After having given some very 
serious studied thought to the sleeved 
barrel and with respects to your line 
of thought I question why the heavy 
Bench Rest Rifle is the only class in 
which experimentations is apparently 
going to be allowed. Why pour water 
on the fire? To diriment the building 
of a precision rifle in the Varmint- 
Sporter class is a block within itself 
to our goal and as yet it is to be 
proven that the sleeved barrel is a 


more accurate rifle than the “conven- 
tional” or “traditional” rifle. As to the 
bug. of not being able to make the 
breech end of the barrel, I am of the 
concrete opinion that it was not the 
INTENT of certain gunsmiths to ex- 
ceed the 1.250” diameter maximum of 
the barrel by installing the sleeve. I 
wonder if a simple Mickey Mouse 
trick just completed by me would have 
been allowed. By screwing two metal 
blocks size 34x3@x1 inch to the bot- 
tom of the barrel between the action 
and the barrel scope block, to act as 
recoil lugs, floating the action and 
remainder of barrel then tying to stock 
with epoxy it reduced the average of 
groups for this particular gun by .3”. 
Just a brain-storm however the dimen- 
sion of the barrel was over 1.250” in 
one way that the barrel could have 
been measured. It was not my inten- 
tion to cheat the rules with this play- 
thing as I never shot the gun in a 
match nor do I think the sleeved bar- 
rels are cheating, just plain progress. 
Progress in the same line as was the 
building of the sporter class on_ stiff 
actions and doing away with the scope 
power limit. 

Apologies are in order if I have 
stepped on anyone’s toes with the a- 
bove blunt comments, they are not to 
be taken as being offensive. 

Seems like you have plowed up a 
snake on the Varmint rifle with or 
without sleeves or blocks. 


As it has been run we have been 
most lax on interpretation of rules and 
although I feel you are dead right on 

Continued on page 15 
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SPEER MATCH RESULTS 


A last minute change moved the 
July 4 Speer Matches from St. Louis 
to Kansas City due to the flooding of 
the St. Louis range. 

Commenting on the matches Ray- 


icularly by Walter Berger, who won 
the 100 yard Urestricted Class with 
an aggregate of .2884. Dr. Sam Nad- 
ler brought two new BR shooters up 
from New Orleans. One of them, Don 


eaux of New Orleans won the HV 
with a .225 and Walt Berger won the 
Unrestricted match with a .318. Ag- 
gregates ran from the largest at 2.585 
to the smallest, .175. 


mond G. Speer notes, “Our compli- Geraci, won the 100 yard Heavy Var- HEAVY VARMINT Grand Agg. 
ments go to the Mill Creek Rifle Club mint Class with an aggregate of .2672. L.E. Cornelison 3215 
for the fine manner in which they Walt Berger also took the Unrestricted Don Hill .3660 
handled the Speer Matches. There Grand Aggregate with a .4289, only Barbara Schellert 3859 
were two relays in Unrestricted Class .013 smaller than Dr. Nadler’s .4416, William Schellert 4115 
and two relays in Heavy Varmint who shot .30 caliber all the way. Red L. Englebrect 4179 
Class. The crew handled all the func- Cornelison displayed consistently good UNRESTRICTED Grand Agg. 
tions efficiently, yet there was defin- shooting, winning the HV Grand Walt Berger 4289 
ately a relaxed atmosphere through- Aggregate with a spectacular .3215. Dr. Sam Nadler 4416 
out the two days of shooting.” The annual Speer Bullet Match was L.F. Carden 4754 
The letter continues, “There were held for both classes for which Speer L.E. Cornelison 4839 
some fine aggregates turned in part- bullets are used exclusively. Cal Camp- William Garber 5040 
COMPETITORS Class Caliber Action Scope Barrel Weight Load Bullet Primer 
Sam Nadler, M.D. Unrestricted .30 Shilen Unertl-30 Hart-26-1.3 304 42 gr 4895 Sierra 308 Rem 
Heavy Varmint 2223 Shilen Lyman-30 Shilen-26-8 22 gr 4198 Own R-S Rem 
Barbara Schellert Benchrest .2223 Baucher Unertl-24X Hart-30-14 30# 25.5 gr BLC Own 52 Rem 
Heavy Varmint 2223 Shilen Lyman 20X_ Hart-25-7/8 134 30z 26 gr BLC Own 52 Rem 
William Schellert Benchrest 2223 Baucher Unertl-24X  Hart-30-14 404 26 gr BLC Own 52 gr Rem 
Heavy Varmint .2223 Shilen Lyman-20X Hart-25-7/8 1324 26 gr BLC Own 52 Rem 
Larry Engelbrecht Unrestricted 223 /40 Rem-S B&L-6-24 Hart-28-14 344 26 gr BLC Own B&A 51.8 RWS 
Heavy Varmint 223 Hill Weber B&L-6-24 Hart 13# 80z 27 gr BLC Own B&A 51.8 RWS 
William Garber Unrestricted 222 Baucher Unertl-24 Hart-26-1} 28 4 23 gr BLC Baucher RWS 
Unrestricted -308 FN Unertl-24 Hart-28-13/8 484 46 gr BLC Sierra 168 gr Rem 
Walt Berger Unrestricted 222 Baucher Unertl-24 Hart-26-14 304 23 gr BLC Own 52 gr RWS 
L. F. Carden Unrestricted 222 Baucher Lyman Hart-26-14 354 23 gr BLC B&A 52 gr RWS 
L. E. Cornelison Unrestricted 22-40 722 Unertl-30X  Hart-28-1.3 284 26.5 BLC1 Own 52 gr Rem 73 
Heavy Varmint 23-40 Hart Unertl-20X* Shilen-25-.850 1334 26.5 gr BLC1 Own 52 gr Rem 73 
Don Hill Heavy Varmint 223 Hill Ross Sher. B&L 6x24 ° Shilen-25-900 13#80z 27.5grBLC R. Sherman 524 Rem 7} 


RECORD NUMBER TURN 
FOR COUN 


by C. WAYNE 


A record number of Hunter Class 
shooters turned out on July 16 at Coun- 
cil Cup Range, Wapwallopen, Pa., 
under hot, sunny skies with little or no 
wind, 


The last relay came off the line at 
5:15 p.m. 


OUT 
CIL CUP HUNTER SHOOT 


HuNTINGTON 
HunTER CLass 
lst —G. Green (230) 46.0 Agg. 
2nd—R. Shiner (228) 45.6 Agg. 
Novice CLass 
lst —L. Hopkins (230) 46.0 Agg. 
2nd—L. Bitler (212) 42.2 Agg. 


FIRST 4 PLACES (Overall) 


CLASS WINNERS 1—G. Myer 236-3X 
MasTER Cass 2—C. Lawley 235-1X 
lst —G. Myer (236) 47.2Agg. 3—W. Huntington 231-3X 
2nd—C, Lawley (235) 47.0 Agg. 4—L. Hopkins 230-5X 
Name Rifle Cal. Scope Bullet-Gr. Powder Pri. 
G. Myer Rem. 788 308 Weaver V-9 Horn-168 H380-46.5 Fed. 
Hart 
C. Lawley Rem. 600 6-250 Lyman Spintru H380-36 Rem. 
Hart 
G. Green Sprg. 03 -308 Bushnell 6 Sierra-110 4831-62.5 Hod. 
(30-06) 
R. Shiner Rem. 700 6mm Lyman-6 Sierra-85 4895-55.5 Rem 
Var 
L. Hopkins Enfield 1917 264 Lyman-6 Sierra-100 4831-68 Rem 
Lane Bitler Win. 70 243 Leuopold 3-9 Rem. 80 H380-38 Rem 
W. Huntington Sav. 110 243 Weaver V-9 Sierra-75 4895-39 Fed. 
Hart 
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J-B NON-IMBEDDING 
BORE CLEANING 
COMPOUND— 
Especially compounded for 
the removal of lead, metal 
and powder fouling from 
rifles, pistols, shotguns. Guar- 
anteed to improve accuracy— 

will not harm finest bore. 


2-OUNCE JAR 
$1.50 POSTPAID 


Pennsylvanians add 5% 
State Tax 
Jobbers & Dealer 
Inquiries invited. 


JIM BROBST 


31 South Third Street 
Hamburg, Penn. 19526 


NEW! 


NON-IMBEDDING BOR 


| 
| CLEANING COMPOUND | 


"ete remota aif Leal, muctal and We: 
Sate from riftes, pinto and Hr 


™ dren: firearm. WHHL ot INP *) 
(PS See Hedpe guard apwiot 


NEW LEATHER 


RIFLEMAN’S COAT 


Here's the. coat that's 
breaking national records 
in both small bore and big 
bore shooting. 

Strap yourself in- 

to the steadiest 
position ever ex- 
perienced 

your life 

amazing coat, 
custom made to 

your measure- 

ments. Ask your sport- 
ing goods dealer. 


h_) 


Write for FREE Catalog 
10-X MANUFACTURING CO. 


114 S.W. Third St 
Des_Moines, lowa 
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Army Handgunners In National Win 


The big battle for National pistol 
shooting supremacy ended at CAMP 
PERRY, Ohio August 11 as the U.S. 
Army Pistol Team bombed the Air 
Force, the Marines and the Navy in 
a Match beset by bad weather and 
low scores. The Army team spent six 
long days demonstrating to the nation 
the skill that has made them the 
National Champions. 

MSG. William B. Blankenship in 
his sternest test as a champion came 
from behind to withstand a driving 
finish by team mates SFC Robert 
Whitacre and SFC Emil Heugatter. 
Blankenship won the National 
Championship for the sixth time with 
a 2632 total over runners-up Whit- 
acre’s 2630 and Heugatter’s 2629. 
Blankenships victory ranks him with 
two other six time winners, former 
Army great Joe Benner and Detroit’s 
retired detective Lieutenant MHarry 
Reeves. 

Blankenship went into the last day 
of individual firing three points be- 
hind Heugatter; one point behind Air 


CHECK THOSE 
CASE NECK 
THICKNESSES! 


For improved accuracy, the precisioneered 


TRU-NECK 
CASE GAGE 


is a MUST on the loading bench. 


Rugged! Easy to Use! 
Only $9.95 


Cooper Engineering Service 
612 East 20th Street 
Houston, Texas 77008 
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Force Major Green and even with his 
team mates Ralph Thompson and 
Robert Whitacre. The day dawned 
threatening and ugly, a perfect day 
for the World Champion, who shoots 
best when the pressure is the hardest. 
Blankenship cut down the lead, slowly 
and methodically, but it wasn’t until 
the last shot was fired that his victory 
was cinched. Whitacre and Heugatter 
shot their hearts out to give the Army 
a clean sweep of the top three pistol 
awards. 


The minor war between Army’s 
Major Sallie Carroll and Michigan’s 
Trudi Schlernitzauer, developed dur- 
ing the early stages of the match, fiz- 
zled out on the last day of shooting 
as Trudi threw away a fourteen point 
lead and lost 2537 to 2531. Carroll’s 
win gives her the National Womens 
Pistol Championship for the third time. 

Gusting, chilling winds and angry 
skies kept the team scores low, but 
Army Grey won the National Team 
Championship by a comfortable mar- 
gin over Army Blue, 3441 to 3436. 

Army Grey won the .22 Caliber 
Championship with 1159 while Army 
Silver out X’d the Air Force 1155- 
37x to 1155-34x for second. 

The powerful All-National Guard 
Team posted 1139 win in the Center 


Fire Championships to out score 
Michigan’s State Police, 1137 and 
Navy’s 1134. 


The .45 Caliber Team Champion- 
ship belonged to Army Grey. They 
outscored the Air Force 1155 to 1154. 

In the Individual Championships 
Army’s MSG. Ralph O. Thompson 
successfully defended his National .22 
Championship with an 882. His team 
mates Heugatter and Whitacre were 
runners-up. 

Major Franklin Green, USAF, won 
the Center Fire Title with 884 de- 
feating Blankenship’s 883 and POL 
Donald Hamilton, U.S. Navy, 881. 


The .45 Championship went to 
Hamilton with 875. Blankenship was 
runner-up with 873 and MSG. Don- 
ald Rupp, USAF, was third with 872. 


Continuing their domination of the 
Team events the Army Teams won 
the first two places in the National 
Trophy Team Match, while a strong 
Army Reserve Team placed third. 


SSG. Merriweather US. 


Jones, 


Army, narrowly missed a win in the 
National Trophy Individual Match. 
His 293-11x effort was out-ranked by 
Air Force’s SSG. Edwin Teague’s 293- 
14x. 


U.S. Dominates Smallbore Rifle 
Events at Pan-Am Games 


The predominant tune at the Pan- 
Am games, held in Winnipeg, was the 
Star-Spangled Banner. As in many 
other events, the United States do- 
minated the smallbore rifle shooting. 
Several new records were set. 


Miss Margaret Thompson contin- 
ued her winning ways by scoring 1152 
in the 120-shot three position match, 
a new Pan-Am record. In doing so 
she shot 391 kneeling to tie the world 
record. Second place went to a Cana- 
dian, Gerry Ouelette, with 1145. Gary 
Anderson, world and Olympic cham- 
pion from the U.S., was third at 1139. 
All three shooters were using Anschutz 
match rifles. 


In the three-position team compet- 
ition the U.S. also won first place with 
a combined score of 4571. This too 
was a new Pan-Am record. Canada 
was second with 4502, and Mexico 
was third with 4465. All members of 
the three winning teams fired An- 
schutz match rifles. 


The other smallbore rifle event was 
the English Match, 60 shots in the 
prone position at 50 meters. 


Here again, U.S. shooters showed 
their mettle. Led by David Ross, who 
shot a 598, the team set new Pan- 
American and world records with 
2379. Canada, the host country, was 
second with 2363, Mexico was third 
with 2347. The remaining teams 
scored in the following order — Bra- 
zil, Cuba, Venezuela, Peru, Ecuador 
and Columbia.: 


Canada’s Alfons Mayer took the 
individual championship in the Eng- 
lish Match with a score of 598. This 
set a new Pan-Am record and tied 
the world record established by David 
Boyd of the U.S. last year. Nornberg 
and Meredith of the U.S. placed sec- 
ond and fourth, respectively, while 
Olegario Vazque of Mexico placed 
second. Anschutz rifles were used by 
seven of the top eight competitors. 
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BLOCKING AND SLEEVING Con’t. 


your strict interpretation of the rule 
feel the game will be hurt on such 
an enforcement. We have quite a 
number of people who have or are 
having rifles built which will be illegal 
on a strict interpretation of intent of 
the rule. 


The clubs are not members of NB 
RSA and so far I’ve not convinced 
them they should be although they 
want to shoot in competition with us. 
_ Their biggest reason for not joining 
is we as a National Club can’t make 
our minds up. what. we want and stay 
with it. The tell me that by the time 
they build a rifle up to shoot, the rules 
will have it illegal. 


To return to the Varmint dispute 
once more. We are alway contradicting 
ourselves in our rules and wording. 
We have what we call an Unrestricted 
Class of rifle and then restrict the 
trigger and rests. Does this make 
sense? Believe this may be some basis 
for the bending of the Varmint 
rules. When I first began this type 
shooting, and I consider myself still 
a beginner, my impression of a Var- 
mint rifle was one like I could go to 
a sporting goods store and purchase. 
That is still the way I feel a Varmint 
rifle should be but it didn’t take long 
to realize this type of thinking would 
not beat the competition so I joined 
the gang and started trying to improve 


with the “Old Pros”. 


I agree with you 100% in regards 
to your statement, “make the equip- 
ment as standard and uncomplicated 
as possible in order to attract, not 
scare, the neophyte shooter away from 
the game.” But I have found that this 
is an impossible thing to do unless we 
pass a rule allowing only a rifle built 
a certain way to be legal. This would 
mean no custom actions, no sleeved 
actions, a stock built to certain spec- 
ification and shape. 

Let’s look at some facts concerning 
the SCARING of the neophyte shoot- 
er. The shooter is scared because he 
doesn’t know or understand what it is 
that he is looking at. Certain rifles 
scare them and the rifles are just like 
any other rifle, just look different. 
Fluted barrels scared them and the 
darn things didn’t work any better 
than a non-fluted barrel. (Fact is the 
fluting changed internal measure- 
ments on some barrels.) It scared them 
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an 
because some shooters were supposedly 
shooting selected equipment, unavail- 
able to the average shooter. Some very 
exotic rigs have appeared on the fir- 
ing line from time to time that didn’t 
shoot worth a darn, but this too scared 
them. The custom actions costing ‘from 
$100 to $200 scanmed them What can 
we do about it????2 

In an effort to show that my view- 
points are not based on financial 
“gain”, I am immediately submitting 
to PS a print of the aluminum re- 
ceiver (or barrel sleeve as you wish to 
call it) with complete instruction on 
how to build it. 

Editor’s note: no such print has 
been received to date. 


Until the rules are changed I be- 
lieve the directors should insist on 
living with the rules that now stand, 
and as they are, I do not see how we 
could possibly allow additions to the 
barrel in any form other than scope 
blocks. 


I am sure that I have shot in 
matches with the ones that are doing 
the big part of the protesting now. I 
wonder why they failed to do this at 
the time of the match. I am sure they 
have heard better cases for and against 
this decision that I have put up, but 
I want to say this in closing. I have 
spent 25 years in military service and 
served in three wars. I am well brain 
washed in the Democratic way of life, 
I feel as a member of the NBRSA 
that I should be represented by my 
Director when any major rule change 


is made. It is mot my intent to evade 
any rules of the assoc. I am new to 
the Benchrest Game and have aliready 
had to scrap out one set of guns due 
to a barrel mule change, and canmot 
afford to do this again, $1200 a year 
is just not in my budget. If the Direc- 
tors want to get together and rule 
to scrap mine out, if it stands that 
they are illegal from only one discus- 
sion, then I want to be the first to 
resign from the assoc. and go back to 
spinning tops or something less ex- 
pensive. 


I believe that one of the opinions 
forwarded was that the sleeve was an 
integral part of the barrel. This is 
not so any more than the receiver is 
an integral part of the barrel. The 
sleeves I have seen are all Aluminum 
or light alloy as this is the only mate- 
rial that will meet the weight require- 
ments of the Heavy Varmint and even 
then the barrel has to be trimmed to 
less than .800 at the muzzle in most 
instances. The sleeve is fitted tightly 
to both the barrel and action to which 
it is as much a part of as to the bar- 
rel. 


I sincerely believe that ruling out 
this development will retard the Bench 
Rest Game more than benefit it. 


If one uses your interpretation of 
the rule to outlaw any contact of a 
barrel 180 degrees. Then we would 
also outlaw any rifles that have a 
BEDDED barrel as one can find little 
justification in limiting Epoxy contact 

Continued on page 18 


CHEMICALLY STABILIZED TARGET AND SPORTER STOCKS 
Will Not Shrink, Swell, or Warp at Any Extreme of Humidity 


A product of moder research and technology—made to government specifications by a 


government-perfected process first developed for and tested by Military marksmen. 


The 


superiority of these fine stocks has been conclusively demonstrated by champions at Camp 


Perry and other top-flight competition. 


Priced only slightly higher than ordinary laminated 


stocks of comparable style, size, and grade of wood. 


4 
| 
| 
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Choice of nine styles of target and sporter stocks, all stabilized, made from a wide variety 


of fine domestic and exotic hardwoods. 
any size desired. 


Also unshaped, stabilized laminated blanks of 
If none of our stocks exactly meets your requirements, we will exactly 


duplicate, from a stabilized laminated blank of your choice, your old stock or any pattern 


you send us. 
tailored to the needs of target shooters. 


We make no additional charge for this custom service, which is especially 


Send 50¢ for illustrated catalog 
THE CRANE CREEK GUN STOCK COMPANY, INC. 
P. O. Box 268, Waseca, Minn. 


a 
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NBRSA 1967 Bench Rest Match Schedule 


EASTERN REGION 


AUGUSTA, OHIO: August 19, (Saturday 
afternoon) B, R. R. and H. V. September 16 
and 17, Bench Rest Rifle — Eastern Region 
Championship. Reed’s Run Rifle Range, 
Mrs. Marie Brown, Box 66, Augusta, Ohio 
44607. 


EASTERN, OHIO: Chippewa Rifle Club, 
c/o Nelson Berger, Sec’y, Marshalville, 
Ohio 44645 


GREENVILLE, MICHIGAN: Flat River 
Conservation Club, c/o Roger L. Powers, 
509 Van Deinse Ave., Greenville, Mich. 
48838. 


WAPWALLOPEN, PENNA.: August 29, 30, 
31 and September 1, NATIONAL CHAM- 
PIONSHIP VARMINT AND SPORTER 
CLASS MATCHES. Council Cup Rifle 
Range, c/o Robert W. Hart, 332 Mont- 
gomery St., Nescopeck, Pa. 18635. 


CANTON, OHIO: Canton-McKinley Rifle 
Club, Canton, Ohio. 


JOHNSTOWN, NEW YORK: August 11, 
12 and 18 (three days), Eastern Region 
Varmint and Sporter class Championship 
matches. Pine Tree Rifle Club, c/o Ralph 
Skakel, Sec’y, 210 Burton St., Johnstown, 
N. Y. 12095. 


FASSETT, PENNA.: September 23 and 24; 
all three class Varmint and Sporter; Sep- 
tember match is Pennsylvania State Cham- 
pionship. South Creek Rod and Gun Club, 
c/o Gerald Arnold, Sec’y, R.D. 2, Gillett, 
Pa. 16925. 


GULF COAST REGION 


ABILENE, TEXAS: October 17-18-19-20, 
National Championship Bench Rest Rifle 
tournament at West Texas Sportsman Club, 
P. O. Box 1213, Abilene, Texas 79604, or 
contact J. L. Bonner, P. O. Box 606, Cross 
Plains, Texas 76443. 


GRAND PRAIRIE, TEXAS: Gulf Coast 
Regional Tournaments (combined with 
TBRSA tournaments):Sporter Rifle class 
August 5, Light Varmint Rifle class August 
6. Grand Prairie Rifle and Pistol Club. 
Contact John H. Bunch, 1410 Pickwick 
Lane, Irving, Texas 75060. 


MIDLAND, TEXAS: Texas Bench Rest 
Championship Matches. September 10, 
Hunter Rifle (Texas Championship — T. B. 
R. S. A. rules). Permian Basin Rifle and Pis- 
tol Club, P.O. Box 459, Midland, Texas. 
Contact R. C. Hanson, P.O. Box 4095, Mid- 
land, Texas 79701. 


MID-CONTINENT REGION 


WICHITA, KANSAS: August 12, Sat. 7 p.m. 
unrestricted Bench Rest Rifle (Kansas State 
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Champiorship) October 8, Sunday 1 p.m. all 
classes. Wichita Bench Rest Rifle Club, Con- 
tact Henry W. Barton, 1841 S. Chautauqua, 
Wichita, Kans. 67211. 


KANSAS CITY, KANSAS: September 9, Sat. 
4 p.m. Heavy Varmint class Regional Cham- 
pionship. November 4, Sat. 4 p.m. Heavy 
Varmint and unrestricted BRRA 5-shot. Mill 
Creek Rifle Club, Inc., L. F. Carden, Sec’y, 
5022 Waverly, Kansas City, Kansas 66104. 


TULSA, OKLAHOMA: August 19,. Sat. 7 
p.m. all classes. September 17, Sunday 9 
a.m. all classes including Hunter class. Tulsa 
Bench Hest Rifle Club, Inc., Mrs. Joan Mor- 
gan, Sec’y, R.R. 1, Box 329, Seminole, Okla- 
homa 74868. 


MISSISSIPPI VALLEY REGION 


ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI: Mississippi Valley 
Regional Championship. Bench Rest Rifle 
Club of St. Louis. Contact Arthur J. Freund, 
1038 Hornsby Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 63147. 


SOUTHWEST REGION 


YREKA, CALIFORNIA: Yreka Rifle Club, 
contact Ray E. Jones, 508 Knapp St., 
Yreka, California 96097. 


NORTH CENTRAL REGION 


IOWA FALLS, IOWA: August 19, Sporter 
class — night — and August 20, Heavy and 
Light Varmint classes 9 a.m. Iowa Falls Gun 
Club, Lee R. Boddy, Sec’y, Iowa Falls, Iowa 
50126. 


BUFFALO, WYOMING: August 27, Sporter 
Matches. September 24, Hunters Matches 
(not registered). Buffalo Outdoor Rifle Club, 


Contact. C. Hankins, P.O. Box 15], 
Buffalo, Wyo. 82834. 

NORTHWEST REGION 

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON: Registered 


shoots. August 13 (9 am). Heavy antl Light 
Varmint, 100 and 200 yards. 


Non-registered shoots: September 3 (10 
am), Hunter Rifle at 100 yards. Five 3-shot 
matches for score and five 3-shot matches 
for group. 

Puget Sound Benchrest Rifle Club, Inc., 
M. M. Oakley, Pres., 7230 So. 116th, Seat- 
tle, Wash. 98178. 


* * * 


1967 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
TOURNAMENTS 


THE VARMINT AND SPORTER 
RIFLE CLASS National Championship 
matches will be fired at the Council Cup 
Rifle Range, Wapwallopen, Pennsylvania 
on August 29, 30, 31 and September 1, 
1967 (Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday). The pre-match contact per- 
son is Robert W. Hart, 332 Montgomery 
Street, Nescopeck, Pa. 18635. 


THE BENCH REST RIFLE CLASS 
National Championship matches will be 
fired on the range of the West Texas 
Sportsman Club at Abilene, Texas on Oc- 
tober 17, 18, 19 and 20, 1967 (Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday). The 
sponsoring club’s address is West Texas 
Sportsman Club, P.O. Box 1213, Abilene, 
Texas 79604, or personal contact may be 
made with John D. Richardson, 2660 
Rountree, Abilene, Texas 79601. 


KEEP INFORMED BY THE EXPERTS 


ENTER Your SuBscRIPTION TO PRECISION SHOOTING Topay 
the official publication of the National Benchrest Shooters Association 


PS makes an excellent gift for any occasion 
(USE THIS HANDY SUBSCRIPTION FORM) 


( ) NBRSA membership and PS for 
one year — $6.00 


(_) PS only, one year — $4.50 


(_ ) Check enclosed 


( ) PS only, two years — $8.00 


( ) Outside of U.S. and Canada, PS, 
one year — $5.50 


( ) Bill me later 


PRECISION SHOOTING 


HIGHLAND 


AVENUE 


WINTHROP, MAINE 04364 
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HANSON COPS TWO TEXAS CROWNS 


The Texas State Light Varmint and 
Heavy Varmint bench rest champion- 
ships were held at the Permian Basin 
Rifle and Pistol Club on June 3 and 4. 

Bob Hanson of Midland, Tex., beat 
out 31 riflemen to take the State Light 
Varmint Championship grand aggre- 
gate at 56535. Allan Hall of Irving, 
Tex., with .5869 took second slot and 
E.L. Good of Midland won third with 
64965. 


In the 200 yd event Mrs. Estelle 
Harbers scored a .395 for low group 
honors. 

In Heavy Varmint competition Pat 
McMillan of Phoenix, Ariz., took home 
the Texas State Heavy Varmint 
Championship, firing a .49445 Grand 
Aggregate. Light Varmint Champ 
Hanson placed second with a .54365 
and Allan Hall at .56105 took third 
honors. 


On July 1 the State Sporter Champ- 
ionships were held and Hanson added 
his second state crown of the season 
to his winnings. He fired a .5047 and 
was followed by Bob Maberry of Mid- 
land at .6675 and J.L. Bonner of Cross 
Plains at .74925. 

Aggregates ran from a small group 
of .288 to a large group of 4.606. 


LIGHT VARMINT Load 

Cal. Action Scope Bbl. Length Dia. Twist Gunsmith Stock wt. Wt.—Kind Bullet Primer Case 
Bob Hanson .222TC Gillman Lyman 20 Hart 21” 850 1-14 Gillman Gillman 10-4 22.5— #7 ~ Sierra-53 74 Rem 
Allan Hall 2223 Shiler Lyman 20 Shilen 19” 920 1-14 Shilen Self 10-6 22—H4-7 Sierra-Hp 53 Rem 7} Rem 
E. L. Good .222TC Rem. Unertl 15 Gillman 22” Legal 1-16 Gillman Gillman 10-7 223—Rel 7 Sierra-Hp 53 7} Rem 
HEAVY VARMINT 
Pat McMillian .222 McMillian Unertl20 A&M 25” — — Self Self 13.4 — — MeMillian —— — 
Bob Hanson 22TC Hart Lyman 25 Hart 24” 900 1-14 Gillman Gillman 13.7 225—#7 Sierra 53 73 Rem 
Allan Hall 2223 Hart Lyman 20 Shilen 26” 910 1-14 — — 13 22—-R#7 MeMillian-51 Rem 73 Rem 
SPORTER 
Bob Hanson 6TC Rem. 700 Unertl 20 Hart 22” 900 1-14 Gillman Gillman 10.6 30—# 11 SS-7s-73.5 Rws W-by 
Bob Maberry 6x47 Rem. Unertl 20 Hart 20” .875 1-14 Self Self 10.7. 29.7—h380 Detsch-70 73 Rem 
J.L. Bonner 6x47 Shilen Lits. 20 Hart 21” -780 1-14 Coleman Shilen 10.2 26.2 — Sierra-60 Rem 73 Rem 

Shooters from Texas, Arkansas, Warm weather with light winds and Varmint shooters. 
Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma com- scattered clouds greeted 26 heavy Aggregates ran from 2.245 to .131 
peted in a night shoot on July 22 at varmint shooters, seven unrestricted The results follow. 
the Tulsa Bench Rest Rifle Club. bench competitors and three Light 
EQUIPMENT DATA 
UNRES. BENCH 
Cal. Action Scope Pow. Barrel Lgth. Dia. Twst. Gn. Sm. Stock Wot. Load Pow. Bullet Prm. Agg. 

Walt Berger .222 FN Lyman 30x Hart 28” 1.250 1-14 Baucher Own 35 23 BL-C Own RWS_ .4065 
Ed Garrott .222 Own Unertl 36x Day 27” 8613 14 Self Self 304% 24 gr BL-C Own Rem. .5173 
A. L. Day .225S Weber Unertl 24x Day ar” 64 1-14 Day Day 334 30 gr 4895 Own Rem. .4775 
HEAVY VARMINT 
Red Cornelison 23-40 Hart Unertl 20x Shilen 25” 850 14 Self Self 134 26.5 BC-1 Own 3138 
John Bunch 22BB Colt/Sake Unertl 20x Hart 24” = 875 14 Self Self 134 263 BL-Cl__ Sierra Rem. .3329 
Douglas Shilen .222} Shilen Unertl 24x Shilen 25” .850 1-14 Shilen Shilen 133 22 gr 4198 B&A Z8Le" 
LIGHT VARMINT 
Charles Long .224 Shilen Unertl 26x Hart 20” 1.20 14 Cornelison Cornelison 103 265 BL-C Sierra Rem. .5260 
Allan Hall .2223 Rem. Lyman 20x Shilen 193” 9.25 1-14 Shilen Self 10.5 22 R#7 McMillen Rem. .3603 
J. D. Hale 22-40 40X Unertl 18x Hart 21” ~=.750 14 Cornelison Cornelison 10% 26.8 BC-1 Own 5258 


YOUNG SHOOTER SETS SCHOOL 


Eighteen-year-old John Carter was 
(L.I.) 
High School this past June in a wheel- 
chair. He didn’t allow his handicap — 


graduated from Massapequa 


paralysis from the rib cage down due 
to a congenital defect — to interfere 
with his education. 

Neither did he allow it to interfere 
with his shooting recreation. Along 
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with his diploma he took with him 
the Nassau County record for school 
shooting, an average of 189.42 in 12 
matches, breaking a 24-year-old coun- 
ty record. John uses a Savage An- 
schutz target rifle. 


John will enter Hoffstra College 
this fall with plans for majoring in 
business administration. He also has 


RECORD 


plans to expand his shooting activi- 
ties to trap and skeet. He credits his 
parents and his shooting coach for 
giving him the determination to make 
good in school and on the rifle range. 

John is an example of what a young 
American can accomplish with a severe 
handicap if he has the proper gui- 
dance, the will and the best equip- 
ment to work with. ; 
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Classified type ads; no display. Rates:—10c 
per word per insertion, prepaid. Minimum 
charge $1.00. Closing date for ads is the last 
Saturday of the month preceding publication. 

Groups of figures, abbreviations and initials 
count as words. Hyphenated word counts as 
two words. Name and address of advertiser is 
counted. Use full words instead of initials and 
sbhreiatione and make your meaning entirely 
clear. 


BULLET JACKETS — .22 caliber, 675”, .705” 
lengths. $11.50 per 1000, prepaid, cash with 
order. R. W. Kampen, 557 Pearl Ave., Rock- 
ford, Illinois 61111. 


Flat River Holds 
Last Registered 
Match of Season 


The Flat River Conservation Club, 
Greenville, Michigan, held their last 
registered match of the season on 
July 22, 23. 

Ten shooters registered in the Heavy 
Varmint Class and six in the Open 
Class. 

The aggregates testify to the tough 
conditions on both days. The wind 
was quartering and gusty. The club 
will be holding winter matches with 
dates to be announced. 

Results of the July shoot follow. 

TOP THREE HV GRAND AGGREGATES 


Morning Grand 100 yd 200 yd Grand 
L S (Pop) Glenn 5314 .6733 .6024 
Fred Budde 5450 6605 6028 
Punk Henry 6410 .6576 6493 
Afternoon Grand 100 yd = 200 yd Grand 
Ron Johnson 5090 6598 5844 
Roger Powers .6290 .6500 .6395 
Fred Budde 5980 6842 6411 
OPEN CLASS 
Five Shot Grand Aggregates 
100 yd 200 yd Grand 
Jim Henry 3400 .6609 5005 
Stu Raymor 5690 5328 5509 
Ten Shot Grand Aggregates 
100 yd 200 yd Grand 
Jim Henry 5390 6349 5870 
E. Scafuri .6870 7569 -7220 


Smallest group HV 100 yds—R. Powers .250 
Smallest group HV 200 yds—J. Rupert .632 
Smallest group Open 100 yds—5 shot—Jim 
Henry .291; 10 shot—Jim Henry .446 
Smallest group Open Class 200 yds—5 shot— 
Jim Henry .755; 10 shot—E. Scafuri .731 


Name Cal. Action Bbl. 
L. S. (Pop) Glenn 2223 Rem. Act. Hart 
F. Budde 225 Rem. Act. Hart 
Punk Henry 222 Rem. 40X Rem. 
Ron Johnson 222 Rem. 40X Rem. 
Roger Powers 222 Rem. 40X Rem. 
222 Rem. Hart 
Jim Henry 308 Weber Shilen 
Stu Raymor 22-250 Rem. 722 Douglas 
E. Scafuri 22-45 Culver Hart 
J. Rupert 225 Mauzer Hart 
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BLOCKING AND SLEEVING Con’t. 


with a barrel and wood contact with 
the same barrel. . 
There is a difference of opinion 
among our people. One group 
contends: we are associated to com- 
pete using a Stylized arm and to ‘play 
a game’ of accurate shooting. . The 
other group contends: we are associ- 
ated to build the best and finest rifles 
that we are able to make up using 
certain limitations but with all of the 
ingenuity that we are capable of de- 
vising. . . 
You will find that the Gunsmiths 
among us largely look on each rifle 
they build as only a further step to- 
wards perfection. . In ruling a barrel 
size, it would seem that the rule we 
have now is as good as any — if we 
must have one. . . It is in the inter- 
pretation of its application. . 
Doc, it seems to me you have shot 
down the intruders .. . In this instance 
both parties are endeavoring to pro- 
vide the best for their families. . 
At this time with Custom Actions 
coming to such a high price the cus- 
tom gunsmiths are searching for most 
any system that will work and still 
follow the rules. 
Have not expressed- my considered 
opinion directly to you on the sleeving 
of barrels. After having read all com- 
munications on the subject, I am 
somewhat of the opinion that NBRSA 
needs a considerably tighter rein on 
what happens at registered matches. 
As you probably remember, back in 
1955 and later NBRSA was besieged 
by requests to change the heavy gun 
rules to allow the use of mechanical 
rests. I personally was against this 
change as no sport can continue as a 
competitive game if it becomes com- 
pletely mechanized. Individual skill is 
the basis on which all competitive 
games are based. Two of the more 
popular participation sports, bowling 
and golf, are shining examples. The 
equipment used in these most popular 
sports is simple and reasonably in- 
expensive. The neophyte competitor 
can get into these games with a rel- 
atively small outlay of cash. Shooting 
sports must compete. 
Now let’s face a few facts! 

1. The heavy rifle NBRSA shoots are 
getting smaller. 

2. We are gaining almost no new 
shooters in the heavy rifle classes. 

3. These classes are limited almost 


exclusively to those doing their 
own gunsmithing. 

4. This heavy rifle game is expensive! 
expensive! expensive! And how 
much more complicated can you 
make shooting equipment? 

5. No. 4 above is surely the reason 
for No. 1 as stated. 

Now, a leading question; do we 
want the Varmint Classes to go this 
same route? if we do, then liberaliza- 
tion of the rules to allow sleeving of 
barrels can be the first step. As stated 
previously in correspondence, the ul- 
timate sleeve reaches to the muzzle. 
Our completely inadequate rules al- 
low a skeleton stock so the ultimate 
varmint rifle can be another gun- 
smith’s dream, a shooting machine, 
not a rifle. This kind of complication 
and expense will place the Varmint 
Classes in exactly the same position as 


the heavy classes, ready for the 
morgue. 

To back up these statements, let me 
relate what International Shooting 


Union is expected to do this Septem- 
ber at their International Meeting. If 
the new rules are passed, and everyone 
expects that they will be, no free rifle 
will exist in the 22 rim fire class. The 
standard rifle will be adopted for all 
92 rim fire shooting. This is a rifle 
which has a maximum weight of 12 
lbs., maximum fore-end dimension of 
2.36” x 2.36”, minimum trigger pull 
of 1.1 lbs., no thumb hole, no palm 
rest etc.; in other words a standard 
rifle, not a Free Rifle. The reason for 
this proposed change is obvious! ISU 
wants more shooters! 

Lets recommend that NBRSA take 
a similar line and attempt to increase 
the number of shooters in the Varmint 
Classes. The future of the Varmint 
Classes and incidentally the new 
Hunter Class, hinges on good rules 
with right interpretations by every ref- 
eree. 


Now let’s get a bit technical. Every 
action that I know of extends more 
than 180 degrees around the barrel 
and supports the barrel for a certain 
length. This length varies from .632 
in a Mauser to over 3 inches in some 
custom actions which have appeared 
on the firing line, so why should a 
block or sleeve which circles the barrel 
for a distance of approximately 3 
inches be illegal? 

As for “exotic” guns on the line 
scaring away newcomers who can’t af- 

Continued on page 19 
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NBRSA MEASUREMENT GROUP 
ANNOUNCES SIX NEW WORLD MARKS 


The NBRSA Measurement Com- 
mittee announces six new world rec- 
ord groups and aggregates: 

Clyde Yockey 
Mr. Clyde Yockey, Apollo, Pa., fired 


two new records in the unrestricted 
rifle class on May 6-7, 1967 at Easton, 
Ohio, which lowered those he has 
held for the past several years: 
5-5-200 yds. 0.3624 MOA 
(not a new record) 
5-5-300 meters 0.3851 MOA 
(not a new record) 
5-5 (200 + 300) agg. 0.3738 MOA 
(a new record) 

His five shot group in the 300 
meter warm-up match also turned 
out to be a winner at 0.616” which 


displaces his 1963 record of 0.665”. 

Clyde used a block mounted 308 
with 134” Hart barrel, 42 grains of 
3031, his own bullets, and did his own 
gunsmithing and stocking. 
Warner Henry 

Mr. Henry of Greenville, Michigan 
who also at the Easton, Ohio shoot 
on May 7, stepped up to the bench 
with his heavy varmint rifle and fired 
a five shot group at 300 meters which 
was officially measured at 0.962”. This 
erased Rollins’ record of 1.0597”  post- 
ed in May, 1965. Henry used a 225 
Winchester in a 26” Hart barrel hook- 
ed to a Rem 722 action. His 53 g 
Sierra bullets were pushed by 24 
grains of 4320, and Remington prim- 
ers, with a B+L scope in 6-24X top- 
ping off his own stock work. 
James A. Stekl 

Henry’s performance raised the 
blood pressure of Jim Stekl, Fillmore, 
New York who was determined not 
to be outdone despite the rain, snow, 
sleet, steam, hail and vapor at this 
shoot. Accordingly, four matches later 
Stekl focussed his eye balls on the 300 


ford them, let me say that really all 
it takes to make a .308 like mine 
shoot well is a good barrel, 
couple of dollars worth of chrome 
moly tubing and some epoxy glue. If 
this stiffens things up enough to im- 
prove accuracy and any half-assed 
mechanic can do it, why should it be 
condemned and illegal? I am told that 
these sleeved and epoxied guns have 
been and are being used in the Texas 
areas in Registered matches. If so, 
does the NBRSA have different rules 
for different sections of the country? 


and a 
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meter target and ripped loose with a 
five shot barrage that was measured 
officially at 0.863”, thus making Mr. 
Henry king for only a couple of hours 
Stekl shot a 308 in a Hart action 
screwed onto a Hart barrel chambered 
and stocked by Dave Hall. Jim’s load 
was 46.2 gr of H308 with 168 gr 
Sierra bullets, the combo set off by 
Winchester primers. His vision was 
assisted by a Lyman 25X scope. 


Louis N. Mick 

Mr. Mick from nearby Barberton, 
Ohio fired a new five shot heavy var- 
mint aggregate at 300 meters that 
measured 0.4640 MOA. This made a 
substantial dent in the 0.5260 MOA 
record held by Dick Hall since May, 
1965. 


Mick used a 308 Jet, Weber action, : 


Unertl 20X scope and Hart barrel 
gunsmithed and stocked by Dempsey 
Frost. His load was 51 gr of H380, 
168 gr Sierra bullets and CCI Mag. 


primers. 


David Pickens 

Dave is one of our younger bench 
rest shooters, 14 to be exact. He set 
up his restricted class 222% at 
Augusta, Ohio on the afternoon of 
July 15, 1967 and poked 5. shots 
through a hole at 200 yards which 
was officially measured at 0.161”. This 
finally eliminates Kerr’s old record of 
0.2383” and puts father and son side 
by side on the record board. (Dave’s 
father Ralph holds the 5 shot 200 
yard unrestricted record). Dave's 
rifle had a Brown sleeved Rem 722 
action, a Unertl 24X, Hart barrel, 
gunsmithed by Frost, stocked by his 
dad and his ammo combo was 22.7 
gr of 4198, Mauk 53 gr bullets and 
Rem 6! primers. 


Eprror’s Nore: Due to the many let- 
ters on this subject and limitations on 
space in PS we will carry additional 
excerpts in the October issue. 


OUR COVER 


A typical shooters bench. This one 
happens to belong to W. J. Purcell who 
also made the cover photo. 


Notice: PS can use 4x5 color trans- 
parencies of items and people of interest 
to shooters. Transparencies must be of 
highest quality. 


[ar 
\ 
| J. W. Hornady downed 
| this Dall Ram at 475 
| yards with a .338 cali- 
ber 225 gr. Spire Point 


| | 225 grain spire point 


Nein: 


Every lot of Hornady Bullets is thor- 
oughly tested for accuracy in the 
company’s lab. Every Hornady design 
has been shot for expansion on the 
company’s range. And Joyce Hornady 
has personally used most of the bul- 
lets he makes by shooting game in 
the field. 


Hornady shot this beautiful Dall ram 
in the Yukon’s Ruby Range, hit it at 
an impressive 475 yards with a 225 
gr. Spire Point from his custom .338 
Winchester Magnum. 


Loaded in front of 72 gr. of 4350, the 
Hornady Spire Point had a muzzle 
velocity of 2838 fps—and a calcu- 
lated remaining velocity of around 
1860 fps. At this speed the 225 gr. 
powerhouse delivered over 1700 ft.- 
Ibs. of killing energy to the ram, ex- 
panded perfectly. It shot flat, shot 
accurately, opened up dependably. 
You need that combination for long 
range shooting; you get it with 
Hornady Bullets. 


72 Bullets for Handloading 
Send for list 


ornady 
BULLETS 


HORNADY MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
DEPT. GA, GRAND ISLAND, NEBR. 68801 
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See pgs. 14-15 
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